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Amendments to the Claims: 

1 . (Cuirently Amendt d) A method, comprising: 

receiving prescription infiTmiation identifying a requested medical item; 

creating a subsdtuiion referrace list in response to said prescription infonnation, said 
substimtion reference list identifying at least one of said requested medical it^ or and an 
equivalent medical item; and 

antomaticallv applyinp snbstitntion rules in a database to said substitution reference 
list to select a medical Iteia from said substitution reference list: and 

automatically outputting dispensing infomiation related to the f fall selected medical item 
on said substitution refen nce list in re s pon s e to the application of s ubstitution rules in n 

2- (Original) The mt-chod of claim I wherein said creating a substitution reference list 
includes determining whe(her an equivalent medical item may be dispensed in place of said 
requested medical iton. 

3. (Currently Amended) The metliod of claim 1 wherein said creating a substitution reference 
list includes comparing said received prescription infomiation to substitution rules provided by one 
of a prescribing physician, an insurance provider, a gov^mnent agency, Medicare, Medicaid, a 
customer, or and a pharmiicist. 

4, (Currenfly Amende d) A method, con^sing: 
receiving prescription information; 

automatically ^plying substitution rules from a database to said received infomiation; and 
automatically outpucting dispensing information related to a seleeted medical item selected 
based on the application of said substitution mles. 
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5- (Cuirently Amend<.-d) The method of either claim 1 or claim 4 wherein said substitution 
rules include rules based on at least one of dispensing system hardware configuration, drug 
availability, drug expiration date, cost, pharmacy profit potential, inventory management, 
workflow efficiencies, phiicmaceutical considerations, or and customer preferences. 

6. (Original) The meiliod of either claim 1 or claim 4 additionally comprising dispensing in 
response to said dispensing, information. 

7. (Currently Amendird) The method of claim 6 wherein said diseasing includes one of 
automatically dispensing or cad manually dispensing. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 6 additionally comprising verifying that said selected 
medical item has been con ectly dispensed 

9. (Original) The me ihod of claim 6 additionally comprising generating an alert when an 
equivalent medical item is dispensed. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 6 further comprising saving data responsive to said 
dispensing. 

11. (Original) The meitiod of claim 6 additionally comprising manually entering a request to 
dispense an equivalent mi-dical item and gen^ting an alert if said manually entered request is 
decemiined to be nonequiv:ilent 

12. (Original) The method of daim 6 additionally comprising printing a prescription label based 
on said dispensing. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6 additionally conqmsing updating an 
inventory level in response to said dispensing. 
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14. (Previously Ptesenied) The method of claim 6 additionally comprising printing medical item 
attributes in response to said dispensing. 

15. (Original) The mei liod of either claim 1 or claim 4 additionally comprising generating an 
alert if a requested medica I item or an equival^t medical item are unavailable. 

16. (Original) A method for manually filling a prescription, conq)rising: 
receiving prescription information identifying a requested drug; 

automatically appl>ing substitution rules firom a database to said received information; 
automatically outpotting stock location information based on tiie application of said 
substitution rules; 

reirieving a stock bottie based on said stock location information; and 
dispensing from said retrieved stock bottle. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16 wherein said substitution rules include 
rules based on at least one of dispensing system hardware configuration, drug availability, drug 
expiration date, cost, phai inacy profit potential, inventory management, workflow efficiencies, 
pharmaceutical considerations^ oread customer preferences. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 16 additionally comprising verifying that the correct 
stock bottle has been retrieved. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 16 additionally comprising generating an alert when an 
equivalent drug is dispensed. 

20. (Original) The meihod of claim 16 further comprising saving data responsive to said 
dispensing. 
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21. (Origmal) The meihod of claim 16 additionally comprising manually entering a request 
to dispense an equivalent Urug and generating an alert if said manually entered drug is detennined 
to be nonequivalent 

22. (Original) The met! lod of claim 16 additionally comprising printing a prescription vial label 
based on said di^ensing. 

23. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16 additionally comprising updating an 
inventory level in response to said dispensing. 

24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16 additionally comprising printing drug 
attributes in response to ssiid dispensing. 



25. (Original) The meihod of claim 16 additionally comprising generating an alert if said ^ 
requested drc^ or an eqiuv:dent drug is unavailable. Tt 

26. (Original) The method of claim 16 additionally comprising creating a substitution ^ 
reference list based on said received information, and wherein said automatically applying ^ 
automatically applies said substitution rules to said substitution reference list to select one of ^ 
said drugs identified on said substitution reference list ^ 

n 

27. (Original) The method of claim 26 wherein said creating a substimtion reference list ^ 

\ 

includes determimng whether an equivalent drug may be dispensed in place of said requested ^ 
drug. 

28. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 26 wherein said creating a substimtion 
reference list includes comparing said received prescription information to substitution rules 
provided by one of a prescribing physician^ an insxaance provider, a government agency, 
Medicare, Medicaid, a customer, or w4 a pharmacist. 



5 of 15 



PA(X6/16'RCVDAT3/23f2006 5:OPM [Eastern 



Mar-23-2006 05:08pin From-ALSTON AND BIRD 



4048817777 



T-303 P. 007/016 F-124 



Appl.No.: 10/688>505 

Amdt. dated 03/23/2006 

Reply to Office action of Jiinuary 24, 2006 



29. (Original) The method of claim 26 additionally comprising generating an alert if none 
of the drugs on said subsi itution reference list are available. 

30. (Original) A method for automatically filling a prescription, comprising: 
receiving prescripiion information identifying a requested drug; 

automatically applying substitution roles from a database to said received 
information; 

automatically out]>utting information to an automated dispensing device based on 
the application of said substitution rules; and 

automatically disjiensing in response to said output information. 



31, (Currently Ameniled) The method of claim 30 wherein said substitution rules C/> 
include rules based on at least one of dispensing system hardware configuration, drug 
availability, drug expiration date, cost, pharmacy profit potential, inventory management, 
workflow efficiencies, pb:umaceutical considerations, oraa4 customer preferences. 



32. (Original) The me thod of claim 30 additionally comprising verifying that a drug has 
been correctly dispensed. 

33. (Original) The meitiod of claim 30 additionally comprising generating an alert when an 
equivalent drug is dispensed. 

34. (Original) The method of claim 30 further comprising saving data responsive to said 
dispensing. 

35. (Original) The method of claim 30 additionally comprising manually entering a 
request to dispense an i quivalent drug and generating an alert if said manually entered 
drug is determined to be itonequivalent. 



6 of 15 



o 
o 



PAGEm6'RCVDAT]l23MSM:3im|ElSttniSt»ll)fdTlin|'mUSn 



Mar-23-2006 05:08pin FroiD-ALSTON AND BIF 



4048817777 



T-303 P. 008/0 16 F-124 



AppLNo.: 10/688,505 

Amdt. dated 03/23/2006 

Reply to Office action of January 24, 2006 



36. (Original) The method of claim 30 additionally comprising printing a prescription 
vial label based on said ilispensing. 

37* (Previously Prescated) The method of claim 30 additionally comprising updating 
an inventory level in response to said dispensing. 

38. (Previously Prescated) The method of claim 30 additionally comprising printing 
drug attributes in response to said dispensing. 

39. (Original) The method of clajni 30 additionally comprising generating an alert if said 
requested drug or an equivalent drug is unavailable. 



40. (Original) The method of claim 30 additionally comprising creating a substitution 
reference list based on sidd received information, and wherein said automarically applying 
automatically applies said substitution rules to said substitution reference list to select one of 
said drugs identified on sjid substitution reference list. 



CO 



41. (Previously Presenced) The method of claim 40 \)v1ieTein said creating a substitution 
reference list includes detetmining whether an equivalent drug may be dispensed in place of said 
requested drug. 

42. (Currently Amendixi) The method of claim 41 wherein said creating a substitution 
reference list includes comparing said received prescription information to substitution rules 
provided by one of a prescribing physician, an insurance provider, a government agency, 
Medicare* Medicaid, a cu&iomer, ormd a pharmacist 

43. (Original) The metbt)d of claim 41 additionally comprising generating an alert if none of the 
drugs on said substitution i eference Hst is available. 
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